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PRESIDENT'S 5 
Many nights, and early morning hours, as I sat at my 
keyboard, I anticipated with great joy, the opportu-
nity to write my last "President's 5" column. Well, 
it's here and it just isn't as satisfying as I envisioned 
in those late night hours. 

What is satisfying, however, is the great slate of can-
didates nominated for Board positions.0n,or before, 
December 3, 2002, you will have the opportunity to 
vote to select or confirm the nominees for your 2003 
Board. 

Confirmation will occur by casting your vote for the 
unopposed candidates. Those include Sandy Vernon 
for President, Jim Heniff for Vice President, John 
Lunde for Secretary, Don Schaffer for Treasurer, 
Bard Boand for Director, Jim Krepel for Director, 
and Chuck Prettyman for Director. 

The election process will be traditionally applied to 
our fourth Director position vacancy where we have 
two stellar candidates running, John Fraccaro and 
Jim Haase. This vote will be particularly tough for 
those of us who know both candidates but, regard-
less of the outcome, the Club will gain a new, dedi-
cated, Director. 

To the old Board, my sincerest thanx for your con-
tribution, your countless hours of effort, your inno-
vations, and, of course, your tolerance. To the new 
Board, my congratulations, best wishes, and com-
mitment of support for 2003. To the members of Top 
Cats, my thanx for allowing me the opportunity to 
ride in your cherished "Two Spot" for 27 months 
Let's roll, 

Traveler 

THANKS 
TRAVELER 

FOR 
2 YEARS 

OF 
LEADERSHIP 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countrie,, 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 

847/854-4137 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

847/438-5236 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

847/634-6402 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

847/438-5236 

Director 	Bard Boand 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

847/381-1393 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
tazman69e 	netsca .e ne 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: 03471 622-3501 e-mail: topcats mccabotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: December 3, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ifraccaro@luno.com) 847/697-9607 
Advertising 	Bill Wilson (iwilson@banta.com) 847/247-9540 
Membership 	Jenny Ori (jori100384@aol.com ) 773/481-2285 
Charity Ride 	Craig & Linda Martens 847/362 -5556 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLconil 847/382-4269 
Prndarta 

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmail.com) 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 

815/459-2488 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vinre fYI an 	(vincent1040anl corn) 1447/4114-499R 

Web site 
... 7/619-4009 

!RANDY'S CYCILIC 

ftiLEHIMN4'' 	TRIM. INC. 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

Agyar.r2Pzeur 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOIDRCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

DECEMBER - JANUARY 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

12/1 TOYS FOR TOTS Annual Toy Run 
83rd & Western, Chicago 
8:00 AM Dunkin Donuts (Rt 68 & Rt 12) 

12/3 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
CLUB ELECTIONS 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
12/9 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM Enzo & Lucia's - Long Grove, IL 
1/5 	Pick Up Ride 

10 AM Egg Harbor - Barrington, IL 
1/7 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
1/13 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM Enzo & Lucia's - Long Grove, IL 
3/21 TOP CATS ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 

TBA 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 
WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  

frequently 

For Sale: 

Rampmaster Motorcycle Loading 
Ramps  

IThis 3 ramp system allows you to ride any 
motorcycle into the back of a pick-up 

!truck or trailer, safely and easily. Each 
section is 10' long, and folds in half for 
easy storage in truck bed, or trailer. 

I Both riders' feet will touch down on 
ramps all along the way, up and down, for 
stable control of the bike. Can also be 

lused for ATV's, and riding lawn equip- 
ment. Replacement cost is $560. Save 
hundreds, Call Ken Glassman for more 
information 847-394-2646. 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (84'7) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 



Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

4h. 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 
2002 GENERAL MEETING 

By Jim Heniff 

The meeting was held at Mandile's in Algonquin, 
Illinois, on November 5, 2002. The meeting began by 
welcoming the guests of Bard Boand, Don Schaffer, 
Windy Krepel and John Fraccaro. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick next related the 
recent visit of Sandy Vernon to an old biker friend of 
his who happened to be in the same hospital in Vail, 
Colorado, as Sandy's daughter. Sandy now has a new 
granddaughter, Bryce Ellen. Wayne's next announce-
ment concerned the upcoming election of Officers and 
Board Members of Top Cats Illinois. As of the close of 
the November meeting, nominations will no longer be 
accepted. Absentee votes can be cast by contacting 
George Lax, head of the Nominating Committee, prior 
to the next meeting. 

George Lax announced the slate, which had 
been reviewed by his Committee, to the members pre-
sent. They are as follows: Sandra Vernon-President, 
Jim Heniff-Vice President, John Lunde-Secretary, and 
Don Schaffer-Treasurer. For the Board of Directors, 
one position is available and the candidates are John 
Fraccaro and Jim Haase. These names will be placed in 
front of the Officers and Board at their next meeting for 
approval and voted on by the membership at the 
December meeting. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff announced that any mem-
ber may view the actual financial reports of the Club. 
These reports are viewed and voted on at each Board 
Meeting and are published in ROAR. An average bal-
ance of $6,000 is on hand to run the activities of the 
Club, was stated in response to a question by Bard 
Boand. Top Cats Illinois is registered as a Not-For-
Profit organization. 

The guest speaker for the evening was Shawn 
of Country Lakes Resort. Shawn's family organization 
was host to this years Top Cats Charity Ride event. In 
addition to his description of the history and entertain-
ment possibilities offered by his company, he provided 
dessert for the membership's enjoyment. 

Bard has begun his campaign to continue the 
success of the TC-I involvement in the Sturgis By the 
River and the Black Hills Rally and Races. During the 
100th year celebration of H-D, The Top Cats will once 
again have forty rooms at the Alex Johnson in Rapid 
City blocked out for our use. 

The N.I.S.R.A. Fashion Show will be held on 
November 23, 2002, beginning at 11:00 A.M. at the 
Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake. Please call Linda Martens 
847-362-5556 to make your reservation for this gala 
event. Tickets are discounted to $25. 

It is "crunch" time for the 20 or so members 
who have not attended a G.R.A.S.S. class. Sunday, 
November 17th at 9:00 A.M. will be the last opportuni-
ty to meet this' membership requirement. It will be held 
at the Buffalo Grove Tavern and Grill. Contact Ric 
Case for additional information. 

Ric continued with Safety Tips for cold weath-
er riding. Areas of concern included mechanical riding 
gear and road related changes. Ric concluded with the 
Ken Glassman's elevation to Senior 
Road Captain status. The rocker will be presented at 
the Awards Banquet in February. 

Rolling Thunder is sponsoring a ride in support 
of the Toys For Tots on Sunday, November 24. For 
further information, contact Tom Lonze for departure 
points and times. A collection for veterans at the Hines 
VA Hospital netted $125. Tom Lonze will direct the 
proceeds for these veterans benefit Thank you Top 
Cats! 

John Fraccaro, Activities Director, asked for 
members input on the 2003 ride year. The Inaugural 
Ride will be held on January 5th. Details to be 
announced. 

Wayne closed the meeting with a recap of the 
important matters covered in the meeting. Elections at 
the December meeting. Meeting Adjourned 



Custom Zewing 
Patches, Rippers a &naps 

Custom Body Jewelry 

K2 
Mihey 	347-358-3167 

Call Jim Elder @LieId Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

Wg.0.00X,S- ",,g0,XXBOg,:g00-B0.0,g,X000,020000,00,0,g,g 0,0g.XXXA 

MOBILE DETAILINe 

WE COME TO YOU  

*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* *Boats* XX 

XX *Trucks* *Planes* *And More* 

10% of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 
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10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 warifegfwg4, 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 
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Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 



From My Saddle... 
By Traveler 

In September 2000, I had the great fortune of assuming 
the role of president of the finest motorcycle organization 
I have ever been associated with. At 8:12 PM on 
October 3, 2000, at O'Traina's, I received the traditional 
gavel fronn George Lax, our outgoing president, signify-
ing the change in leadership. My mind was filled with 
thoughts of how I could continue the growth and direction 
of this great organization envisioned by our founder Carl 
"Virgo—Bender. I gripped the handle of that small wood-
en gavel, and received a congratulatory handshake from 
George who returned to his seat. There I was, in front of, 
and responsible to, a collection of the area's greatest 
people and finest riders. It was intimidating, it was over-
whelming, and it was suddenly very lonely. 

After a humble attempt at an acceptance speech I 
expressed my thanks to George and our Club's First 
Lady, Chris Lax, for their outstanding contribution to the 
Club over the past year. I apologized to the membership 
for not having a "First Lady' and was immediately over-
come with doubt as to my ability to function alone in this 
awesome new position. I recall vividly, Chris standing up 
and saying "Don't worry, Traveler, I'll be your "First Lady" 
anytime you need one." That single, seemingly funny 
comment, set the tone for nny entire 27 month tenure as 
President of Top Cats. You see this President never ran 
this Club...I simply enjoyed the same degree of support 
as Chris voiced that night, from those members who did 
run it. 

It was your Board, not me, and your committee members 
over the past two years, who innovated, planned, 
refined, improved, and executed, policies, procedures, 
concepts, programs and activities that brought us from a 
75 member, back - ally club in Wauconda to a 150 mem-
ber group of respected motorcycle enthusiasts with 
national recognition. The accomplishments of this Club 
are due strictly, and unquestionably, to the relentless and 
untiring efforts of Officers and Directors George Lax, Rik 
Lowry, Jim Irvine, Sandy Vernon, Jim Heniff, Ken 
Glassman, Bard Boand, Chuck Prettyman, Terry Kumro, 
Jim Krepel, Past Presidents Ric Case and Rob Mann, 
Committee Chairs Bernie Weiss, Joe Rabanus, Alicia 
Kumro, John Lunde, John Fraccaro, Jenny Ori, Jesse 
Fojo, Duane Lamott, Craig and Linda Martens, Roberta 
Asenault, Janet Riddick, Cheryl and Pete Hemmelgarn, 
Barry Hulden, Ray and Diane Caprio, Jordy Glazov, and 
Vince O'Leary. Those are some of the great people in 
this Club who all of us have benefited from. 

Progress has often been subtle, and occasionally as 
abrupt as a pot hole but, it has been progress. Let me 
tell you what I saw from my saddle... 

Improved Communications with Members. The 
Board changed Board meeting times and location so 
Board members could socialize more and interact with 
members after a general meeting and to facilitate mem-
bers attending a Board meeting. Board members now 
wear a distinct black and gold patch to identify them to 
the general membership as Board members. Board 
members sit at the front of a general meeting so mem-
bers can place a face with a responsibility. Thanks to Rik 
Lowry, Sandy Vernon, Jim Heniff, George Lax, Ken 
Glassman, Bard Boand, and Terry Kumro for being so 
concerned with member's input to take this initiative. 

Improved Safety Awareness. A safety course was 
developed for all members, regardless of experience 
level, to make our rides safer for all of us not by teaching 
riders how to ride but, by teaching our members how we 
ride. Additionally, a formal road captain program was 
established based on riding skills, demonstrated leader-
ship, and judgement. Thank Ric Case, Sandy Vernon, 
Rik Lowry, and Terry Kumro for that initiative. 

Improved Club Organization. Thanks to the entire 
Board, the past presidents, and Jordy Glazov, we now 
have four Directors who have hands - on responsibility 
for running the Club by supervising and assisting com-
mittees. A chain - of - command exists to capitalize on 
the existing experience of Board members in guiding, 
resourcing, and helping committee members. Our By-
Laws were refined to provide for improved operations, 
defined responsibilities, and a smooth transition between 
incoming and outgoing leaders. The duties of Secretary 
/ Treasurer were separated into two positions with Sandy 
Vernon pulling the administrative duties together as 
Secretary and Jim Heniff, who probably knows more 
about the operational requirements for our Club than any 
of us, refining our accounting procedures and our report-
ing requirements. 

Member Recognition. An Awards Committee has 
been established to recognize the individual accomplish-
ments of members annually, including a prestigious 
Sturg_is Cup award. Our Products Committee now has 
Top Cat flags, shirts, hats, patches and an arrangement 
with an embroiderer for special - order items. We now 
have the ultimate in member recognition with the Top 
Cats' Hall of Fame. This, thanks to the efforts of Bard 
Boand, Pete and Cheryl Hemmelgarn, Ric Case, Terry 
Kumro, Sandy Vernon, Rik Lowry, Jinn Krepel, Roberta 
Arsenault, Janet and Kevin Riddick, and Alicia Kumro. 

Club Recognition. Over the last 24 months, we have 
seen our safety seminar emulated by other clubs across 
the nation. Clubs in Georgia, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, and here in Illinois, have 
used our course outline as the basis for their safety sem-
inars. Four of those clubs have implemented the same 
road captain development program as we have. Our 
members have appeared in media ranging from Time 
magazine to radio and TV with Top Cats featured in three 
national network TV programs. Seven clubs asked for 
our events schedule and have adopted our door to door 
ride and our progressive dinner ride. Every incident of 
recognition is directly attributable to members such as 
Ken Glassman, Ric Case, Bard Boand, Chris Heller, 
Terry and Alicia Kumro, Steve Bobbe, Sandy Vernon, 
Brett Bacci, John Fraccaro, Chuck Prettyman, and Rik 
Lowry. 

Community Involvement. As individual members, 
we all support our communities in one fashion or anoth-
er. However, when that support is unified in a Club effort, 
the results are overwhelming. Under the leadership of 
Craig and Linda Martens, Bernie and Barb Weiss, Ray 
and Diane Caprio, and Ric Case, over the last three 
years, our Club has organized, and conducted a charity 
ride that has evolved into one of the region's major fund 
- raising motorcycle events with close to $100,000 raised 
and donated to the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. This single Top Cats' event has contributed 
more to Club pride and unity than any other Top Cats' 
activity. 

Increased Activities. Through the efforts of Jim 
Krepel, Bard Boand, Jordy Glazov, Barb and Bernie 
Weiss, Craig and Linda Martens, Brett Bacci, Jim Haase, 
and Rik Lowry, we have progressed from 7 events a year 
to over 20 with adventurous rides such as Sturgis Week, 
Door County, the President's Ride, Little Sturgis, Fall 
Colors, our Fall Charity Ride, and sadly, we know how to 
put on a damn good memorial ride. Our meetings have 
been enriched with interesting guest speakers and off - 
site meetings thanks to Chuck Prettyman, Duane Lamott, 
and Jesse Fojo. 

Growth and Expansion. So much goes into making 
an organization exciting, enjoyable, and efficient. 
Measuring success is tough when we're our own worst 
critics but, the positive result is continued improvement. 
It's difficult to measure improvement at times but, we 



have expanded from 75+ members to over 150 members 
over the last 2, plus, years with members in Europe, 
Texas, Arkansas, Colorado, Wisconsin, and California. 
Someone must be doing something right when you con-
sider that we don't recruit, that our membership require-
ments go beyond just being a motorcyclist, and our rep-
utation is what draws new members. Our pride is what 
keeps them. Doubling our membership is due to the per-
sonal effort of every great rider who wears that Top Cats' 
Patch. Effectively processing, administering, and man-
aging that tremendous growth in membership is due to 
the untiring work of folks like Jenny Ori, Joe Rabanus, 
Bard Boand, Sandy Vernon, Jim Heniff, and John Lunde. 

Improved Communications. In response to 
keeping our members as informed about the Club as 
we can, we have a dynamite web site, a 24 - hour hot-
line, and one of the finest monthly publications in the 
region, due to the labor - intense efforts of Alicia 
Kumro, Barry Hu!den, Rob Mann, and John Lunde. 
Their efforts have contributed to not only keeping our 
members better informed but, to the national recogni-
tion we have gained over the past years. 

Improved Service to Members. We now enjoy a 
smoke - free, spacious, quiet, meeting room for our 
monthly general meetings and a standard agenda format 
so members can anticipate when to skip out for a drink 
refill. New members have a sponsor designated to help 
them settle in and our administrative procedures have 
been improved to provide new members with a timely 
welcome letter, their patches and pins, and a copy of 
ROAR. This is all attributable to the work of Sandy 
Vernon, Jenny Ori, Bard Boand, Rik Lowry, Chuck 
Prettyman and, our Sergeant At Arms, Vince 0 Leary. 

Pride. Admittedly, pride, esprit de corps, camaraderie, 
and brotherhood are typically individual emotions. Yet, 
over the past months, as recently as our Fall Charity 
Ride, I have seen it solidify and unify into a Club pride 
that exceeds the norm. My "Salary' as President has 
been paid many times over with each incident of the col-
lective pride demonstrated by Top Cats on our rides, at 
our events, and even in small groups. My proudest mem-
ory of this Club came on a cold, rainy day in September, 
2001, when I had the sad task of leading almost half of 
our membership on our ride to our Founder, Carl "Virgo" 
Bender's wake. Somewhere along the ride, I glanced in 
a wet mirror and saw a perfect formation of Top Cats. It 
was an emotional moment for me. I knew our founder 
would be proud of the realization that Club pride brought 
those riders together. You see, many of them never even 
met Virgo. 

As my ride as President winds down, and I take a posi-
tion in the back of the pack, I look at what our Club has 
accomplished and the great momentum that our Board, 
and our members created toward continuing to grow, 
improve, refine, and progress in maintaining the Top Cats 
as a world - class motorcycle organization. I'm proud of 
your accomplishments. All I had to do was ride the "Two 
Spot" and emcee a few meetings. You and your Board, 
did it all. 

As we ride into 2003, every one of us can do so with the 
confidence that it is our members who will continue to 
keep us on the right track, at the right pace, toward the 
right destination. My gut - feeling is...it'll be another great 
Top Cats' journey. My thanx to every single member. 
Let's roll!!! 

Want your input counted? 
Dont forget to Vote at the December meeting!!! 

Absentee ballots can be cast by calling George Lax at (847) 533-5236. You may use voice mail if you leave your name 
and indicate your vote. Absentee voting must be completed by December 2, 2003. 
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ADVANCED 
&Warn DeAlga 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 
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265-9378 

Customize 
Your 

Favorite 
Stock 

Or After 
AkId; t Market Seat 

www.alligatorbob.com , 

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

Respect your ride 
by Don (D Jay) Johnson 

Many MANY moons ago, when I was a 
young stud (I know it's hard to imagine looking at 
me now, but I really was somewhat studly once) 
I arrived at my permanent duty station at Minot 
Air Force Base, Minot. North Dakota. (To this 
day, I don't know what I did to get sent to 
Minot). I was just 19 at the time, the wheel had 
just been discovered and was being studied by 
the Air Force and I had yet to own my first bike. 

One of my roommates was a guy named 
Jim Gorsky, a biker. We used to talk about 
motorcycles quite a bit as I was getting the bug 
and he had been riding for a long time (3-4 
years probably). He told me something one 
night that really stuck in my mind. He said that 
motorcycles were probably the best mode of 
transportation known to man. Bikes were a lot of 
fun, exciting and chick magnets. Then he said 
that if you were smart, you would always respect 
and be a little bit afraid of your bike. He said 
(and this is the part that really stuck) "when the 
day comes that you feel you are the absolute 
master of your bike, get off of it, because that will 
be the day that it kills you". 

I always remember those words. I can 
tell you that I only felt that way once in my life. It 
was a balmy Spring day; sunny with a light 
breeze; the kind of day we dream about in the 
Winter. I was stopped at a light and the thought 
occurred to me that I had absolute control over 
my machine, a Honda 500 - 4. I honestly felt like 
I could pilot this machine up & down lampposts 
if I wanted to. 

That thought had no sooner passed 
through my head, when the light changed and I 
made a routine left turn. In the apex of the turn, 
I remember seeing a puddle of fresh oil right in 
front of me just before I was on my butt, watch-
ing my bike sliding down the road, sparks flying 
from the crash bar. I looked over my right shoul-
der at the car bumper that was inches from my 
head (stopped, thank God) and glanced back at  

my helmet, securely strapped to my sissy bar. 
The only reason I am alive today is because the 
driver behind me was alert and stopped in time. 

I picked myself up and ran to my bike. 
Somehow, the only damage was a broken clutch 
lever and a scratched up crash bar. I was able to 
manipulate the lever & drive the bike home. I later 
fixed the clutch lever, but left the scratched up 
crash bar as a reminder. I am happy to report to 
you that this was the first and only time I felt as 
though I was the complete master of my 
machine. 

So, what's the moral to the story? Don't let 
your ego drive your bike. Be aware of how vul-
nerable you truly are when you ride. Enjoy this 
wonderful world of biking we all love, but keep 
your feet on the ground and be aware of your 
mortality. Bikes are now bigger, faster, safer and 
much more comfortable than ever before, but that 
moment, on that beautiful Spring day, flashes 
through my noggin every I throw a leg over my 
bike. I hope it always does. 



NOVEMBER 2002 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

By Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by President Wayne 
Kirkpatrick at Lucia's in Long Grove on November 11, 2002. 
Those present were as follows: Wayne Kirkpatrick, George 
Lax, Jim Heniff, Sandra Vernon, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, 
Jim Krepel, Chuck Prettyman, Ric Case, Rob Mann, John 
Fraccaro, Jim Haase. 

New members approved are as follows: Linda Daro, 
Regular member, sponsored by John Fraccaro. Matt Kas, 
Regular member, sponsored by Don Schaffer, Gary and Muriel 
Brandt, Regular and Associate members, sponsored by Bard 
Boand. All applicants submitted dues and signed Ride Waiver 
with their applications. 

Award Banquet will be held at Fritzel's in Lake 
Zurich on March 21, 2003. Ballots were passed out at the last 
meeting. Last G.R.A.S.S. to be held November 17th. New 
members have one year from start of membership to take the 
class. All members are encouraged to attend whether they ride 
or are a passenger. G.R.A.S.S. class will be revised for upcom-
ing year. 

Activities Chairman John Fraccaro presented an out-
line of the first quarter ride plans. January 5th will be the first 
ride of the year. Details to follow. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff stated the only correct address 
for Top Cats mail is P.O. Box 1201, Barrington, IL 60011- 
1201. We need to address the future of the ad program for 
ROAR. It was presented and approved to move $200 out of 
Special Accounts into membership expense for the donation as 
a Corporate Sponsor for Simon Milward to benefit Health for 
All and Doctors Without Borders. 

George Lax presented the following slate for approval 
for the December election. Office of President — Sandra 
Vernon, Office of Vice President — Jim Heniff, Office of 
Secretary — John Lunde, Office of Treasurer — Don Schaffer, 
Office of Director — John Fraccaro and Jim Haase. Approved 
and seconded. You can contact George Lax at 847-533-5236 
to cast an absentee vote by December 2nd. 

Chuck Prettyman and Wayne Kirkpatrick will meet to 
discuss putting together a packet of information on the Charity 
Ride that can be presented to business and corporate sponsors 
to support our event. 

Member Jim Haase presented an idea for a 
Mississippi River Run. It would be a 3-day/2-night event rid-
ing from La Crosse, WI to Red Wing, MN. 

Meeting Adjourned 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

DOMESTIC OR EXPORT HARLEY? The 2003 models will 
have a VIN with the first number indicating the specs to 
which the bike was built. "1" indicates U.S. and "5" indi- 
cates export. 

WORLD SUPERBIKE. If you follow International motorcy-
cle racing, you know that an American, Colin Edwards, is 
once again the World Champion, riding for Honda. Watch 
for Colin to jump to the Ducati Corse Team next year. 

POOR NIGHT VISION? Try cleaning the internal headlight 
reflector. Makes a big difference in illumination. 

POLITICIANS. We owe thanx to Congressmen Tim 
Johnson, Don Manzullo, and John Shimkus for authoring a 
letter to the EPA asking for an extension to the deadline for 
public comment on the proposed emissions standards for 
highway motorcycles. It's good to see politicians working 
and even better to see them working for your issues. 

TRIUMPH. A real triumph. Triumph Motorcycles Ltd. is, 
once again, building motorcycles having triumphed over 
the disastrous fire that destroyed their factory in Hinckley, 
UK six months ago. 

VINCENT. Vincent Motors USA, in San Diego, CA, 
unveiled five prototypes powered by the Honda RC51 
engine. 

BMW. BMW's new K1200GT should be available in mid 
2003. With 130 hp, it's no wonder BMW is a leader in 
developing hi - end braking systems. 

FUTURE ENGINES. With legislation driving engine design, 
we're seeing the introductiOn of electric powered and 
hybrid automobiles. While the application of those tech-
nologies to a motorcycle is limited, other innovations are 
emerging for two - wheel application. Sturman Industries 
and AVL Powertrain Engineering are close to perfecting 
the "camless" engine. The mechanical concept is complex 
but, the results appear to be a 21% increase in fuel effi-
ciency, improved low - end torque, and between 20 - 92% 
reduction in NOx and hydrocarbons. 

COLD WEATHER RIDING. It's here! Cold can be danger-
ous to motorcyclists in many ways. Traction is reduced, ice 
patches are more frequent, fogged windows on cars limit 
the driver's ability to see us, cold - weather injuries such as 
frost bite can occur, and a rider's reflexes are typically 
reduced in cold weather. Be alert to those hazards and take 
steps to improve your comfort, awareness, and safety. 

Ever wonder... 

About those people who spend $2.00 apiece on those little bot-
tles of Evian water? Try spelling Evian backwards. NAIVE 

If the Jacksonville Jaguars are known as the "Jags" and the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers are known as the "Bucs", what does that 
make the Tennessee Titans? 

If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhea, does that mean that 
one enjoys it? 

Why do we say something is out of kilter? What's a kilter? 

Why is the man who invests all your money called a bigt_cer? 

When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say? 

Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist but a person 
who drives a race car isn't called a racist? 

If it's true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are 
the others here for? 

No one ever says, "It's only a game" when their team is winning 

Whatever happened to Preparations A through G? 

If you never saw the shooting, but heard the shot, wouldn't you 
really be an ear witness? 

Wouldn't it be politically correct to refer to the crew of Air Force 
One as Bush pilots? 

And always keep in mind, that good health is simply the slowest 

way of dying. 

Little things like electric vests and gloves or chemical heat 
pads in your gloves and pockets will help improve your 
comfort and your safety. 

FAREWELL. My thanx and farewell to the few members 
who have not renewed their membership by the end of this 
month. I hope you have enjoyed this column, and ROAR, 
and that it has contributed, in some way, to your safety, and 
to your knowledge and enjoyment of our sport. 

ELECTIONS. Now it's our turn! With local elections con-
cluded, it's our turn to vote for those who will represent us 
and lead us through the next year. Club elections will occur 
at the general meeting on December 3, 2003. You've heard 
it before but...get out and vote. 

Biker Culture 
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